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-Summary-

What brings about the growth of cities? In recent years, the concept of urban growth has gained increasing importance. Storper and
Scott (2009) argued that the growth of cities is profoundly related to characteristics of residents in cities and how the population
characteristics change over time. Cities are defined as places that attract many and diverse people, and they promote sharing,
exchanging, and generating new information. Because of these characteristics of cities, Jacobs (1969) and Florida (2009) mentioned
that cities can generate new ideas and technologies that make possible their strong and stable growth. Focusing on the Tokyo
metropolitan area, which is one of the world’s largest urban areas, Shimizu et al. (2014) aggregated individual data relating to urban
amenities in small areas or “walkable area” and explored its relationship to population concentration, as well as clarifying its
relationship to rent (housing service prices). The results obtained show that along with a concentration of amenities, the diversity of
these amenities is a key factor. This result is consistent with Florida (2002)’s finding that the diversity of amenities is important for the
growth of cities. Based on these previous researches, we have developed new indicators “Walkability Area Index: WAI” that are the
drivers of the urban agglomeration. WAI was developed based on human mobility and consumption. Specifically, it is characterized
by considering the following two viewpoints. First, we considered the possibility of consumption of various amenities in a certain
space where households can move and consume on foot. Second, we proposed a unique weight setting method by estimating the

revealed preference of households based on the hedonic theory.
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