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The purpose of this paper is to reexamine the reasons of setting up the housing size as a standard and contribute the
discussion about what Japanese social policy should be, based on the way housing standard is provided. Studies
concerning the housing size are reviewed, focusing on the minimum size, the normal size, and the maximum size.

In Japan, through 5-year Program for Housing Construction, quality of dwelling was revised and minimum and
targeted housing standard today were arranged. Minimum size standard, necessary area space of dwelling rooms, was
often argued from the viewpoint of public health several years ago and external effects of housing size on living
environment have been received attention in recent years. Normal size standard or targeted size standard played a large
role in the promotion of the improvement of housing conditions. It may be also more important to stipulate maximum
value in future for the energy sustainability or the prevention of unsettled market.
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